4*% 
* « 


N 15 
n 


Bot 


* 


wſequences es, hes 5 


I; 1 „ 


ret 7 1 22 
MA; 

et 

on 


— 
* 15 1 


% „ A . 


$f * wi, * . 


of Velling, 


_ 
* I 


* 


1 oe N 


8 " £ 9 1 A; W 
e 


4 / 


2 2 4 
4 r 
1 1 N * 4 
n * 8 
7 * 552 
1 — v * 


; 220 edgy 


© 3 
Ms — 8 V 


o 


FAA 


8 


bY 


[I 


— 


= 
5 
py 


rr. 
2 


1 —_— * * 
, 9 n * 2 „ f 
oa CBA a R bor) v5 5 * 
EE * ENS * ag \ 
4 . _ 5 : 7 
. 2 K n 
. 4 Re OO i ak 
of * 
. 
1 * 
by 


2 fol , 
# '» 8 
2 8 i , 

* Os * ** 
* 
1 
* 
* 
* 
. 1 * o 
* « * ry 
b i 
5 
* * 6 
* 
T I 
* 


= a Y 
RS. 


« 97 % 

, * - 

f 4 x s x - 
. f 1 8 = c 1 X of o 
- 2 F J 6 1 
us 4 . * — 
Iv N . e — 
* 8 f 8 * 5 ** F 


MaTTHEW XXil. 41, 42. =_ 


While the Phariſees were gathered together; Jeſus aſked 
them, What think ye of Chriſt? Whoſe Son is be? 


II pleaſed God, after the fall of Adam, to ſpeak: 
I by his holy prophets of Meſſiah, and the great 
ſalvation he was to accompliſh. Thus a proper pre- 

; paration was made for his reception, and he was 
held forth to the children of men, as the object of 
faith, hope, and love. To this divine record con- 

cerning himſelf, Chriſt conſtantly referred his diſ- 
ciples for inſtruction and comfort. He expounded 

it to the apoſtles, to qualify them for their high 

office; and he urged it upon his adverſaries, for 

their conviction and reproof. But they (corrupt, 
alas! to the laſt degree), deſpiſed and rejected a ſpi- 
ritual Meſſiah. The thing which they longed for, 7 
was one, like Alexander, who would bring the na 
tions of the world under their feet. Jeſus therefore, 4 
in his laſt diſcourſe with them, fixes their attention 
upon a ſcripture, which proves, that however mean 
be appeared in their eyes, he yet poſſeſſed a glory 

N higher than the Kings of the Earth, and was the 5 | 
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| of God. © While the Phariſees were gathered to⸗ 


What think 
« ye of Chriſt? Whole ſon is he?” Me; | 


„ gether, Jeſus aſked them, ſaying, 


This queſtion, I obſerve, our Lord could never 


gravely propoſe to the chief leaders in religion amongſt 
the Jews, were it a matter of little concern, what we 
think of Chriſt ; or were they, who in their notions 


degrade him, in no danger of loſing their ſouls by 
their error, 


1 am naturally led, therefore, by this queſtion, to 


prove, what the Sctipture preciſely teaches us to 
think of Chriſt and his acts the great practical 


benefits derived from believing with a true heart, 


He is very God and very Man, and the pernicious 
conſequences which unavoidably follow from deny- 
Ing him to be 5 
The Scripture affords many plain proofs that 
Chriſt i is very God and very Man, which no manage- 
ment can explain away, Only a few of them I ſhall 
call to your remembrance. In the context we find 
one of great force. When Jeſus aſked the Phariſees, 


Whoſe ſon is Chriſt ? ſhamefully ignorant of their 


own oracles, and blinded by worldly laſts, they an- 


ſwered, with all confidence, the Son of David, a mere 


man, deſcended as the prophets foretold, from the 
houſe and lineage of David. He ſaith unto them, 
% How then doth David in ſpirit, call him Lord, 


« ſaying, the Lok p, ſaid unto my. Lord, fit thou on 


« my right hand, till I make thine enemies. thy 


66 „ > -If David then call him Lord, how 
« js he his Son?” no more than a mere man? For if 
a thouſand years before he appeared in the fleſh, he 


was the Lord of David, he muſt be the Lord of 
every man. Unable to ſer afide this neceſſary con- 
clufion, they were ſilent. What the Holy Ghoft 


taught David to affirm of Chriſt, Iſaiah, moved by 


50 ſame ſpirit, repeats with remarkable exultation: 


"Vow us a child is born, unto us a ſon is given, 


66 and 


ens 


1 


cc ad his name ſhall be called the Mi ghty God &. 
Which clear teſtimony, two other inſpired writers 
confirm and amplify in terms ſo full and plain, that 
ſophiſtry cannot darken, „ In the beginning,” ſaith 
St. John, „ was the Wor, and the WorD way 
« with Cop, and the Word was Gop. The ſame 
ee was in the beginning with Gop. All things were 
„ made by bim; and without him was not any thing 
& made, that was made, And the Word was made 
ec fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us, (and we beheld his 
e glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Fa- 
cc ther,) full of grace and truth.“ In ſynonymous 
terms St. Paul deſcribes Chriſt:—“ By him were all 
„ things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
« earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be 
* thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or pow» 
« ers; all things were created by him, and for him: 
« and he is before all things, and by him all things 
& conſiſt, and he is the head of the body, the Wee a 
cc the firſt born from the dead.” Col. ch. i. After 
his prophets and apoſtles, the Lord himſelf bears 
\ teſtimony to his own character. His beloved diſciple 
bad always before felt joy at the fight of Jeſus; but 
| now overwhelmed by the exceſſive brightneſs of his 
= Flor, he fell at his feet as dead. Jeſus then revives 
dim. He laid his right hand * John, and ſaid unto 
him, „Fear not, I am the Firſt and the Laſt—He 
that liyeth (the very name of Jehovab) and was 
| dead, and behold. F am alive again, and live for 
& evermore, and have the keys of Death, and of 
= Hell.“ i ſelect only theſe five ſcriptures, becauſe 
frtom the natural impreſſion of the terms, without 
3 any force, they ſpeak exactly the ſame thing, that 


= 


A 


| 

a N N The perverſion of this text, publiſhed by Dr, Prieſtley, i is 

b = +a Jewiſh ane, which the very learned Vitringa, on the place, had 
7 A thewn to be quite unſupported, and coùtrary to the idiom of the 
K 4 : Uebrew tongue, long betore the ſaid Doctor e. ever wrote. 
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in Chriſt, the divine and human nature FO perfectly 


unite. He is the root of David, and his offspring 
too. He is a child, and a ſon, and at the ſame time 


the Mighty God. He is the creator of all things, 


yet he died and roſe from the grave. He is O C, 
the living one, yet was dead, and is alive again. : 
Theſe plain declarations bind us. to acknowledge 


- that Chriſt is very God and very Man. And theſe 


Plain declarations receive additional evidence of 


great weight, from what the Scripture teaches us 


Preciſely, to think of the life and death, the reſurree- 
tion and mediation of Chriſt, Was this evidence 
wanting, there might be ſome pretence to queſtion, 
whether the church rightly underſtands the declara- 
tions above — for then there would be a palpable in- 
conſiſtency, and a groſs violation, of the. proportion 
between the capital doctrines of the Bible, called by 


St. Paul, the Analogy of Faith, For, if after reading 


in the prophets, in the words of Chriſt, and his 
apoſtles, an account of his Supreme Majeſty, we 


found nothing anſwerable to it in his work as medi- 


ator, this would amount to a contradiction. But no 
ſuch want of proportion is there in the Scripture ac- 


count. To his life a glory is aſcribed, far beyond 
every thing that can be truly affirmed of the life of 


a creature, For his life, we are told, was a life not 
impoſed, but aſſumed of his own free choice; his 
aſſuming it of his own free choice, is called an act of 
great/ſelf-abaſement, He, Who was rich, became 


poor. He emptied himſelf—he took upon himſelf 


the form of a ſervant. Again, we are taught he 
ſtooped ſo low, as to dwell among us for a defign, 


which ought to make his. name dearer to us than 
our lives — it was, © That being tempted, like as 


we are in all points, yet without fin, he might be 


te touched with a feeling of our infirmities, and 
, know how to ſuccour us when tempted.” — 


Funker faints, Prophets, and apoſtles, derive ho- 
| e 


nour to themſelves, in meaſure, as they keep the 
commandments. ' But the Father, ſpeaking of 
Meſſiab, faith, „He ſhall magnify the law, and 
„ make it honourable ;” i. e. by his ſubjection to it 
in all things. His ſubjection to it in all things, ſhall 
; wipe away the reproach caſt thereon by the tranſ- 
1 greſſions of the human race, and ſhew, in the ſtrong- 
; eſt light, their folly and wickedneſs, who dare to de- 
ſpiſe it. Laſtly, All the nations of the ſaved, are 
-made, or conſtituted righteous, the Scripture affirms, 
by the obedience of this one man, whoſe righteouſ- 
neſs is called the righteouſneſs of God, which is un- 
to all, and upon all them, that believe. What rich 
& and gracious purpoſes are theſe, every one accom- 
pPlwKwiůpſhed by the life of Chriſt? But every one is plainly 
A incompatible with the life of a creature; becauſe that 
» -muſt be in every inſtance a life devoid of merit, 
much more devoid of beneficial efficacy, to ſave for 
> ever millions, as the ſands on the ſea-ſhore. What 
we are taught to think of the death of Chriſt, per- 
fectly correſponds with the glory aſcribed to his only 
® meritorious life. The prophets and apoſtles, as well 


35 as he, were ſlain for bearing witneſs to the truth of 
16 God. Let is the fact of theis martyrdom barely 
» mentioned, But how full, how frequent, how mag- 
15 nificent, is the account of the death of Chriſt. By it, 
5 as in their great antitype, the ſacrificęs; the offer- 
ings, andi the burnt- offerings inſtituted of God, and 
= = preſented to him for -fixtecn ages, if not from the 
flirt offence, were fulfilled and aboliſhed," By it, a 
fountain was opened, whoſe precious ſtreams will 
flow to the end of time, to cleanſe men from all = 
"righteouſneſs. By it, believers have boldneſs to en- 
ter into the holieſt, every accuſation againſt them, 
from the rigour of the law, being defeated, and evil 
angels, in whoſe hands they lay as condemned crimi- 
nals, are ſpoiled of them; and evil angels them- 
ſelves are led captive in open triumph, on the croſs 
. Where 


C6) 
where Chriſt deſtroyed death, and him that had & 
wer of it, that 1s, the Devil. The death of 
Chriſt is the ſeal of a new and better covenant, 
which bequeaths pardon, holineſs, and heaven, to all 
ineluded in it, and obtains for them eternal redemp- 
tion. For theſe ſeveral reaſons, the death of Chriſt 
is the object on which the eyes of every creature in 
Heaven are fixed for ever, as bringing glory in the 
| bigheſt degree to God the Father. And what can 
more fully accord with the name Immanuel, given to 
_ Chriſt at his birth, than this moſt magnificent repre- 
ſentation of the nature and end of his death ? to his 
reſurrection we are taught to aſcribe an equal degree 
of glory. His reſurrection is much more than a 
proof of his divine miſſion, which leaves all ſcoffers 
without excuſe. It is much more than a proof of a 
re- union of ſoul and body at the laſt day, and of his 
coming to judge the world. We are aſſured it de- 
| clares in the moſt public manner, the full ſatis faction 
I paid down to the juſtice of God, as a legal diſcharge ' 
C. of his church from all condemnation ; for he was de-. 
2 livered for their offences, and raiſed again for their 
| Juſtification —80 that if Chriſt be not riſen, they 
are yet in their fins, and all that are fallen aſleep in 
Chriſt, are periſhed. An aſſertion this, of which it 
ſeems next to impoſſible, to make either ſenſe or 
truth, unleſs Chriſt roſe, as the firſt fruits of them 
that ſlept ; the ſole cauſe, and certain pledge of their 
reſurtection to glory. So that, as St. Petey teaches, 
they” are through the abundant mercy of God the 
Father, begotten again to a lively hope, and to an 
eternal inheritance, by the reſurrection of Jeſus from 
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the dead. Thus what Chriſt did on earth, is exalted 
to the higheſt degree our thoughts can reach, What 
he is now doing in the high and holy place, is de- 
ſcribed with equal ſublimity and fullneſs. Pſalm | 
Ixviü. Thou art aſcended on high, Thou haſt 
15 led an captive : Thou haſt ns exits for 
wen, 
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inſpired apoſtle thus amplifies. '' “ He aſcended up 


. 


c man- to the fullneſs of the meaſure of the ſtature, 
5 apoſtle teaches us, that he is gone into the holy of 


on blood, a great and merciful High Prieſt, able to 
fave unto the uttermoſt, all who come unto God by 


fin, into the glorious liberty of holineſs, and the per- 


them, We are farther taught, that for all who truly 
believe in him, he is entered 


he. is, there they may be alſo. 


deity of Chriſt, and his acts on earth and in 2 
appears very conſpicuous in the divine record -and 
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_ engd by their criticiſms, and rendered ſome declata- 
tions which aſſert the deity of Chriſt dubious, have 
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away alſo, the very full account given of the virtu 


6750 


c men, even for thine enemies, that the Lord God 
© might dwell amongſt them.“ On theſe words the 


ce far above all Heavens, that he might fulfill all 
ec things. He gave ſome apoſtles, ſome prophets, 
ſome evangeliſts, ſome paſtors and teachers for the 
cc work of the miniſtry, for the perfecting of the 
ſaints, for the edifying of his body the church— 
ce till we all come in the unity of the faith, and in 
cc the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect 


* 


cc which is in Chriſt Jeſus.“ The fame inſpired 


holies, to appear in the preſence of God with his 


him. All, though their number be as the ſtars of 
Heaven, and their iniquities infinite: to ſave them 
all to the uttermoſt, from the moſt abject ſlavery under 


fect image of God; from the miſery of condemned 
eriminals, to be ſharers in the riches of eternity, with 
thy v whole company of Heaven, ſolely by virtue of his 
mediation, ſzeing he ever liveth to "make interceſſion for 


d into Heayen as their 
fore- runner, to prepare a place for them „from whence 
he will come to receive them to himſelf, that where 


Thus the proportion, as I obſerved, between the 


of courſe, what we are bound preciſely to think of 
both. So that our oppoſers, after they have dark- 


4 harder work ftill to do. They have to explain 
e | 


of 


(8) 
of Chriſt's life and death, his reſurrection and media. 


Pay to their authority. 


great practical benefits men enjoy from believing 
with a true heart that Chriſt is very God and very 
Man. Were it poſſible we could ſee in the ſame de- 


n * Ih , ute erer 
„ as: rao Roti acer beds 


duly honour his name, it would then ſignify little 


loſs in modelling our excellent Liturgy to their taſte, 


the fact is otherwiſe—becauſe in the deity of Chriſt, 


tion only, but received with a true. heart, the light of 
the knowledge of God ſhines forth as the ſun in its 


bered, that neither the creation of man in the image 
of God: nor his bountiful Providence, which filleth 
the world with plenteouſneſs; nor the means of 
Grace, in the due uſe of which we are. trained for 


7 exalted to the height. And they are not named, for 
50 ſubſtantial reaſon All theſe expreſſions of God's 
ov 


are bleſſed with theſe inferior tokens of his liberality. 


thing dear to him, as himſelf. - He delivers bis own 
Son to be lifted vp, as Moſes lifted up the ſerpent 


tion; which requires not only much ſhuffling, but 
ſuch violent contradiction to the inſpired writers, as 
muſt ſhew bare · faced, the N. little reverence ey 


I proceed, in the next place, to 5 ok out ſeveral 


— 88 the glory of God, and bave as much cauſe to 
ove him, and be as well furniſned with powerful 
motives to perform every Chriſtian duty, while we; 
in our notions, degrade Chriſt, as thoſe enjoy, who 
vhat men think of Chriſt; we might then ſuffer no 


vho preſume men may go to Heaven without a ſacri- 
fice for their fin, or interceſſor for tranſgreſſors. But 


1 do not ſay held from tradition, or force of educa⸗ 
full ſtrength. In proof it doth fo, let it be remem- 
Heavy ven; nor the promiſe of eternal life, are ever 
named, when the love of God towards men- ls to be 
e, coſt him no more than an act of his will, He 
ſpeaks, and it is done. He commands, and men. 
But when rebels, and enemies to his government, 


are to be reconciled and ſaved, he parts with ſome- 
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e 
go! 
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in the wilderneſs; that whoſoever believeth on him, 
mould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. Look- 
ing therefore on this object only, Paul eries out, God 
commendeth his love to us, in that, while we were 
yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us. John repeats the 
= ſame : Herein is manifeſted the love of God, in 
; 2} ** that he ſent his Son, to be the propitiation for our 
: a <« fins. Angels fill the air with their ſong, glory to 
God in the higheſt, on earth peace, goodwill to 
* wards men.” And Chriſt himſelf ſaith, -*© God /o 
“ loved the world.“ Now common ſenſe tells every 
man, that in the meaſure 'we know and believe the 
_ exceeding greatneſs of his love for us, we ſhall be 
led to love and ſerve him in return. But we know 
and believe the love of God towards us, in the ſame 
degree as we ſee him deeply intereſting himſelf to 
ſerve us, and to ſecure our eternal welfare. Conſe- 
quently, all who fincerely believe in the Deity of 
Chriſt, not only ſee themſelves under greater obliga- 
tions than other men can, to love and ſerve Gòd, but 
even under greater than angels in Heaven; for their 
bright excelleney, and their weight of bliſs, are no- 
thing as a gift, compared with that of God's own 
Seosn to fave miſerable ſinners. Believing this doc- 
trrine with a true heart, we ſee alſo a much brighter 
2 manifeſtation of the purity and juſtice of God, than EC 
= men of any other principles ean: a manifeſtation _, 3 
-* this, of very great uſe and neceſſity to enlighten our 
1 1 judgmeht, and affect our mind, who naturally drink 
= iniquity like water. Men of other principles, may 
= be affected, indeed, by the numerous evils fleſh is 
heir to; by the deſtruction, at once, of the ungodly 
world; by the final doom denounced againſt thoſe 
5 who die in their fins; and from theſe terrible acts 
ol judgment, may conclude, the God with whom 
we have to do, is juſt and holy. But all theſe in- 
ſtances of his indignation againſt fin, reſpect erea- 
_ tures mean, pollated, and baſe. The plagues, 
„„ GC therefore, 


( -"" * 


therefore, poured out on ſuch; however immenſe 
their multitude, is a little matter, compared to the 
act of God, in ſending his own Son, in the likeneſs of 
ſinful fleſh, and for fin, that fin might be condemned 
in him, when his ſoul was made an oblation for-it. 
Here the ſupreme Majeſty of the ſufferer deeply im- 
preſſes on the believer's mind, the deteſtable proper- 
ties, and the foul demerit of ſin. The Majeſty of 
the ſufferer, more than the curſe of the law, or the 
pains of Hell, proves ſin is the object of God's natu- 


make the whole world know his name, by the moſt 

was crucified. Him hath God ſet forth to be a 
6e declare his righteouſneſs, faith St. Paul; to declare 

88 iter of him who believeth in Jeſus.“ 

carries ſtronger conviction than any other ſet of 
principles, that we are baſe and vile, by reaſon of 
| fin. How very odious muſt our offences appear, 


when with the heart we confeſs nothing abſolves us 
from the curſe due to them, but the ſacrifice of him, 


a charge that we have deſtroyed ourſelves, as the 
fact, hat God was manifeſt in the fleſh, to deliver 


cut us all in ſunder! Or what arguments are of equal 
force to exclude boaſting, ſelf- confidence, and ſelf- 
taken from the deity of Chriſt How certain the 
unclean in our beſt eſtate, ſince no merey for us can 


ed; no communion with God, as our reconciled 


ral and everlaſting abhorrence. And an purpoſe to N 
_ awful fact in which it could be exhibired, Chriſt 
4 propitiation for ſin, through faith in his blood, to 
his righteouſneſs, that he might be Juft, : and yet the 
The deity of Chriſt, believed with a true bang 


who is God! What arguments, drawn from any 
other topic, can bring home ſo forcibly to the breaſt, 


us from the wrath to come, by receiving into his 
own bowels, the ſword, which muſt otherwiſe have i 
preference, and to clothe us with humility, as thoſe 
concluſion that we are all deficient exceedingly, and 


be obtained ; no prayer from our polluted lips receiv- 


Father | 


. 
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Farher -youckfafed5"hur' ig und through the ohe 


ever- bleſſed, adorable mediator, and interceſſor! If 


the reproach is keenly pointed, when it is ſaid of 
man that be will be proud, though born like the 


wild aſs's colt, how much more enormous muſt 


be the ſelf- love and ſelf-flattery, which lifts men up 


with conceit of themſelves, when they live in the 


divine favour only through the ſacrifice and media- 
tion of Chriſt ! Farther, the ſecond commandment, 
* Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf,” though 
an old commandment, and from the beginning, is 


called by the apoſtle a zew commandment, becauſe 
put to the church of Chriſt, in a new light, and en- 
forced by new obligations. It is urged now, not 


merely by Divine authority, but as a neceſſary imi- 


tation of God, who hath taught us to love one 


another, by ſending his Son to be the propitiation 
for our fin, If God ſo loved us, the inference is di- 


rect and neceſſary, we ought alſo to love one an- 
other : an obligation of much more force to generous 


minds, than a bare command, or promiſe of re- 
ward. | | 
But it is not this, or that ourticuler! duty incum- 
bent on Chriſtians—it is the Whole obedience we 
owe, which the deity of Chriſt, believed with a 
true heart, is more powerfully adapted to promote, 
than any other ſet of religious principles; and the 
excellent operation of this doctrine is eaſily proved. 
Death is to us allt ſo terrible, that we are ſtruck, as 
with a miracle, by the death of one, who willingly 
offers himſelf to ſave others from it. Men of every 
country, age, and condition, with equal pleaſure and 
aſtoniſhment, bear the relation of what it coſt the 


noble- minded Sufferer, to obtain deliverance for his 


periſhing fellow- citizens. While they hear, they 
ſympathize with him; they take his part; they extol 
wan gk they feel ardent love for him kindle in 
RO ok noon hag una their 


„ 


Sufferer only ſaves men from temporal deſtruction, 


and is one of themſelves. Judge then what muſt be 


the feelings of the human heart, when faith, the 
evidence of things not ſeen, realizes the tranſaction 
on the croſs, till every true Chriſtian, looking upon 


| Chriſt, ſaith, as Thomas did, © my Lord, and my 
God?“ Then crooked things are made trait, and the 
rough places plain. It is no longer difficult to per- 


form duty not even to forgive injuries, to love our 
enemies, or give up ourfelves to the ſervicewf God. 


Urge only the commandments with their awful 


ſanctions; many will think them too rigid, and not 
be diſpoſed to regard much the puniſhment or the re- 
ward, which takes place beyond the grave. But 


when you ſet before them the Lord of Heaven and a 


earth, wounded for their tranſgreſſions, bruiſed for 


their iniquities, procuring ' their peace by bearing 


the exemplary puniſhment, and making them whole: 


this new and marvellous object addrefles itſelf to 
their gratitude, —It makes univerſal obedience ap- 
pear not only reaſonable, not only our intereſt, but 


our pleaſure too. It is a ſmall return, which love, 
unfeigned, longs to preſent, from ſenſe of infinite 


obligation. In vain will imagination labour to find 


out any thing, which can preſs the heart with equal 
force to be zealous of good works. J. have the 


higheſt authority for ſaying ſo. The teſtimony of 

the Father, and of the Son, and matter of fact, are 

my authority. Hear how the Father repreſents the 
practical energy of this object, Chriſt an the croſs. 

| © Behold, my Servant, his viſage was fo marred, more 

e than any man's, and his form more than-the ſons of 


4 men. So (by this his amazing ſacrifice of himſelf) 
« ſhall he ſprinkle many nations: Kings (by educa- 
tion and ſtation, the moſt proud and arrogant of men) 
wall ſhut their mouths at him, for that which had 


their breaſt, This is the natural effect, when the _ 


PO et Amt D © My oy 


20 8 % hl & 


a ff Wh, by A eo 


( 13 ) 


_ ® not been told them, ſhall they ſee; and that which 
* they had not heard, ſhall they confider. The fame 
practical energy from the ſame object, Jeſus affirms, 
when . ſignifying what death he ſhould die, —* And 
& J, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.“ 
It was this fight, not a rule of purer religion pro- 
poſed to us corrupt creatures; it was this fight, not 
a clear proof only of a future ſtate of immortality 
and glory, which brought at once, multitudes of 
Jes and Greeks, Barbarians, Scythians, bond and 
free, to fall down and ſerve the God of the Chriſtians. 
So that within the ſhort ſpace of fixty-four years, 24 
the Goſpel fpread itſelf all-over the world, in ſpite 4 
of every oppoſition. And no wonder ; for the primi- | 
tive believers, beholding the glory of the Lord, were 
changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory; 
In love of God and man, they far exceeded all that 
had been ever ſeen before; their time, their talents, 
and their very lives, were devoted to the good of 
others. Nor chains, nor priſons, nor ignominy worſe 
than death, could reſtrain their active charity to- 
| wards them who were ready to periſh. And when 
> the leaders in wiſdom and philoſophy amongſt the 
' Gentiles, judged their ardent and invincible love to 
men, extravagant, and a proof they were beſide them- 
ſelves, St. Paul avows the mighty motive from 
which they acted. © The love of Chriſt confraineth 
aus, becauſe we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead; and that he died for all—that 
„ they who live, ſhould not from henceforth live unto 
„ themſelves, but unto him, that died for them, and 
Vir | «c roſe again,” F Vos: | 3 1 | 1 5 
With theſe great practical uſes of the doctrine of 
the deity of Chriſt, compare the pernicious conſe- 
quences which unavoidably follow from degrading 
him in our notions into a mere man. This error en- 
gages its patrons to go, reſpecting Chriſt, quite con- 
trary to the will of the Father, though they ſet 
5 I ©... __ themlelres 


1 


— 
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themſelves up as champions for his unrivalled glory. 
$6 Behold, ſaith he, my ſervant, whom I have choſen; 
© mine elect, in whom my ſoul delighteth. He ſhall 
& be exalted, and extolled, and be very high. He 
44 ſhall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. I will 


« fave them by the Lord their God. Thus faith the 


& Lord of Hoſts, Behold, I lay in Zion for a founda- 


ac tion, a ſtone, a tried ſtove, a precious chief corner- 

© ſtone, a ſure foundation, whoſoever believeth on 
é him, hall not make haſte. To theſe high com- 

mendations of Chriſt, and expreſs commands to 
make uſe of him as a Saviour, the language of theſe 


men 1s directly oppoſite. Take heed you do not 
make more of Chriſt, ſay they, than you ought. 


Take heed you do not love him too much; for this 


will entrench on the primary regards due to the Fa- 


ther. Seek not remiſſion of ſins through faith in his 


blood and interceſſion, for this will impeach the na- 


tural placability of the univerſal Parent. Depend 


not on this foundation, but on the uncovenanted 


Y | mercy of God, and your own moral character, as 


ſufficient for your ground of hope, The patrons of 
this error are led alſo to deny almoſt eyery thing the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath affirmed of himſelf, and his 
own work. Knowing he was come from God, and 
went to God, he ſpake, more than once, of his ex- 


iſtence with the Father, before the world was; of 
which expreſſions, St. Paul thus fixes the literal ſenſe: 


<« Now that he aſcended, what is it, but that he alſo 


c deſcended firſt into the lower parts of the earth. He 
t that deſcended, is the fame alſo that aſcended, far 
above all Heavens, that he might fill all things.” — 
Inſtead of believing this, they are confident in aſſert- 


ipg, he had no being till he was born of Mary. He 
aſſures us, the Son of man came to ſeek and fave the 
loſt, by giving his life a ranſom for them. They 
aver he came for no ſuch purpoſe, but to declare 


more fully the commands and promiſes of God; to 
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[ Ti a perfect cttiiple; and make known the reſurrec- 


tion of the body, and the judgment to come. What- 
& ſoever ye ſhall aſk in my name, ſaith ' Chrift, 7 
ce hill do it for you, that the Father may be glorified 3 in 
ce the Son. If ye ſhall aſk any thing in my name, I 


ce »uill h 57.” They tell us, That we muſt not preſume to 
ay, Chrift is now employed as the miniſter of the Father 


to mankind ; or that he knows the particular concerns 


of each individual Chriſtian, Sce Lindſey's Hiſtory | 
of the Unitarian Church and Worſhip, p. '369. 
Chriſt ſays, «© Where two or three are gathered to- 


ec gether in my name, there am I, in the midſt of 


3» 


you.“ Theſe. men anſwer him,“ We are by no 


«. means ſure Chriſt i is near us, or preſent with us, 


& fo as to hear us.“ p. 377. Chriſt declares the 


knowledge of himſelf, equally with the Father is 


eternal life, which he gives to as many as the Father 


has given him. All our obligation, they are poſitive, 


is to the Father, and our dependence muſt be on 


him alone, not at all upon Chriſt, who is no better 


than his ſervant. The apoſtles, beginning from the 


day of Pentecoſt, preached, wrote, and prayed, in 
order to magnify the name of the Lord Jeſus, and of 
God in him, that all who heard them, and believed, 
ce might be able to comprehend what is the breadth, 


ox ws length, and height, and depth, and to know the 
love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge, that they 


ec mi ght be filledwith all the fullneſs of God.“ Theſe 


pn e, they will have to mean no more than 


that Chriſt is an inſpired man, a man endued with 


extraordinary powers, and the appointed Judge of 
7 the world; though the Chriſtians at Epheſus, knew 


much more of him than this amounts to, before the 
apoſtle fo fervently prayed for their increaſe in the 
knowiedge of his love Thus, at every turn, they 
contradict what the Father, the Son, and the Spirir, 

expreſsly ſpeak concerning Chriſt and his work. 1 


grant they will never allow themſelves chargeable ' 


with 
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with ſuch dayivg conttadictions. Their cauſe would 


| be utterly loſt, if they did; they give, therefore, to 
the Scriptures, we alledge, quite another meaning. 
But inſtead of mending, this makes the matter a 
great deal worſe. It entirely deſtroys all the plain- 
neſs and fincerity of Scripture; and the only book 
in the world giveg to make men wife unto falvation, 


and the poor amongſt the people rejoice, becomes thus 
the moſt dark and unintelligible, and indeed ridicu- 


lous; for they put ſuch a forced ſenſe upon its 
words, as one can ſcarcely think they can believe the 


words mean—a ſenſe they would certainly be nd 


to put on any eminent human writer “*. 


After this violence done to holy Scripture, | in or- 


der to explain away, what would eſtabliſh the deity 


of Chriſt, and his facrifice on the croſs, they are led 


a ſtep farther, even to queſtion the uneontrolable 


authority of the Bible; to call it a book written 4 


good men, not given by inſpiration of God; 


maintain that St. Paul reaſons inconcluſively, and 's 5 
not to be regarded as an infallible witneſs in the doc- 
trine he teaches; though if he had not his knowledge 


by revelation from the Lord Jeſus, he muſt be an 
impoſtor, for ſaying ſo. And when they have got 
thus far, leſt one painful ſcruple ſhould ariſe about 


the conſequences, if they be deceived, they maintain 
the innaceney of any errors which can be held, and 


aſſure us, that men may ſafely degrade Chtiſt in "their 


notions, provided they ſtudy the matter with fincerity, 


and are upright in keeping the commandments. 
And what is this but ſayiog, in other words, that 


the whole which is revealed concerning Chriſt (and 
a great deal is rev ealed), might as well Have never 


8. ne of this forced, ridiculous interpretation, may os | 
ſeen in any of the Socinian writers, who comment on the firſt 


chapter of St. John's Goſpel ; the paſſages relating to Chriſt's 


pre-exiſtence; and on the firſt of e and an many 9 801 . 


places of germ menry. 
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been written. And after theis dd have hs. 


ſome time in the habit of treating ſcripture with ſuch. 


irreverence, the tranſition is eaſy. and very ſhort, 
to have done entirely with revelation, rather than be 
ipcumbered with ſuch ſtrong expreſſions continu- 


ally occurring reſpecting the Glory of Chriſt's per- 
fon, and his acts, which they will not believe. 


"Theſe are a part only of the pernicious conſequences 
which follow from diſparaging thoughts of Chriſt. 


Whether to themſelves, the worſt of all, will not in the 
end be the reward meet for their error, judge ye, 
after duly weighing the deſcription given us of the 
Heavenly ſtate, and ſome capital ſcriptures deſign- 


ed to deter men from making light of Chriſt, — 
Why. are workers of iniquity dying in their ſins, 
3 of admiſſion into Heaven? — All agree 
from the contrariety of their diſpoſition and tem- 


5 Per which muſt make them miſerable, even theſe 


y being out of their proper element. A world. 
of perfect purity, muſt be intolerable to the un- 


clean,—A world of perfect and ſupreme love of 
God, to the profane; and a world where the Lamb, 


the Lamb on the. ſame throne. with the Father, is 
receiving adoration from all in Heaven, equally 
with him, intolerable to men, who to their lateſt 
breath called the worſhip of the Lamb, blaſphemy 
and idolatry. Such men muſt, be filled. with indig- 
in the eternal ſanctuary, as 
the Ph riſees, thoſe ancient degraders of the true 
were, when Hoſannas to the name of Jeſus, 
filled the temple, _ 

Further, the church below i is the place of edu, 
cation for the church above, and the method of 
training them up for the one, in the other, is very 
clearly marked. Every mouth being ſtopped, and 
the whole world become guilty before Gop, all who 
are juſtified, are juſtified freely by his grace.— 
Chriſt is of Gop made unto them, wiſdom, righ- 


teouneſs, ſanctification, and eie, that, as It is. 


- written, 
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written, © He that glorieth, let him glory in the 
15 Lord, and by abiding in him, they bring forth fruit 
« unto Holineſs,” But men cut themſelves off from 
all communion with him, by degrading his perſon, 
and denying the. meritorious efficacy of his acts 
and interceffion.—And doing this to the laſt, if they 
are ever ſaved, they muſt be ſaved in a way directly 
contrary to that marked out in the Bible,—not by 
flying for refuge to the hope ſet before them, but 
by turning their backs on it, preferring the unco- 
venanted mercy and natural clemency of Gop, 
exerciſed in their behalf, to the hope ſet forth 
in the Goſpel. — They muſt be ſaved in direct 
| contradiction to many peremptory aſſertions in 
the Bible, holding forth the puniſhment denoun-. 
ced on all, who negle& the great falvation of 
Goo.—Hear a few of them. © Verily, verily, faith 
&« Chriſt, except ye eat the fleſh of the Son of man, 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. I am 
© the WAY, the TRUTH, and'the LIFE, no man 
« cometh to the Father but by me.—lf ye believe not 
that I am He, ye ſhall die in your fins; and where 
“am, there, ye cannot come.” —After our Lord's aſ- 
cenfion, his beloved diſciple writes in the ſame pe- 
remptory ſtrain, and ſo doth St. Paul, and.'St.'Peter. 
1 ſhall mention only one paſſage more. He that 
c believeth not, hath made Gop a liar, becauſe he 
4 believeth not the record that Gop hath given of his 
«* Son, and this is the record that _ ath 8 oh 
« of his Son, that he hath given unto us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the 
& Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son, hath 
4 not life.” —Theſe aſſertions with deciſive evidence 
prove that knowledge of Chriſt, and affiance i in him, 

: are neceſſary to our ſalvation. 3 
Seeing then ſo many plain ſcripture. declara- 
tions teach us to believe that Chriſt is very Gov, 
and very man. — Seeing the practical Feten of 
believing with a. true heart he. is ſo, are on; 

an 


We, my reverend brethren, have abundant cauſe 
highly to approve the public worſhip in which we 
Tab the lead, How ſcriptural is it, and how admir- 


-(-219.) 


and the n of denying it, perniciovs, 


ably compoſed to make all who uſe our liturgy 


with underſtanding, think of Chriſt as they ought! 
His name, or his acts, are pleaded in every prayer; 
and on himſelf we call, fully warranted to do ſo by 
examples in ſcripture of the higheſt authority,— 
Well may we alſo congratulate each other, that, 
entirely ſeparated from every ſecular, employment, 
we are appointed in ſucceſſion after the Apoſtles to 
their work, to teach and preach Jeſus Chriſt and 
him crucified, the repairer of the dreadfulbreach fin 


hath made between us and our Creator; and the 


. reſtorer of paths of peace, for us to dwell in. To 
. anſwer therefore the very end of our office, we muſt 


be conſtant and ſtrenuous in our endeavours to inſtruct 


all, that they may underſtand and feel their need of 
_ Chriſt. Inſtead of ſuffering them to be deceived by 
. fancying they can gain Heaven by the practice of 
moral and religious duties, we muſt ſhew in how 
many things the moſt Aeisbte offend, and how vile 
we all are. 


Inſtead of dwelling only on * duties we owe each 


other, and in enforcing the practice of them, which 
we all underſtand, had we but a heart well diſpoſed, 
we muſt drag forth to open view the great ob- 
ſtacles to obedience, ſelf-love, and pride, and arro- 
gance: for theſe. corruptions keep men in a ſtate 
of alienation from God, and of indifference to the 


welfare. of their fellow-creatures, ſpiritual and tem- 
poral. We muſt charge home upon men the good 
opinion they ſo readily take up of themſelves, and 
the ſafetyof their condition, from ſome poor fragments 
of virtue, when the heart, before God, is no better 
than a noiſome ſepulchre. We muſt dif play. the 
power and, grace of Chriſt, his faithfulneſs d ten- 
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is yet hope, if they will call upon his name, that 
thy ſhall receive pardon and ſtrength. To him we 
muſt direct the tempted, for ſupport and deliverance; 
mourners, for comfort; and all who hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, that they may be filled. And 


' while copying the manner of the apoſtles, we teach 


and preach Chriſt, and him crucified, be pleafed, 


O God cur Saviour, we humbly deſeech thee, to 
make the light of our example, and the purity of 
our converſation, our love to God and our fellows - 


creatures, ſhine brightly before men, and our aſſi- 


duity in fulfilling the miniſtry we have received, till 
we die. When we thus faithfully ſerve the Lord in 


a work ſo dear to him, he will be with our ſpirit, 
and give us to enjoy much more comfort than others 
can conceive. When we thus faithfully ſerve the 


Lord, we ſhall put the great utility of our office 


beyond diſpute, We ſhall take away all ground for 
that ſaying fo reproachful to our order, The en- 
„ qdowments of the church would be much better 
« applied to the ſervice of the ſtate;“ for then no 
members of the community would be doing ſo much 


good We ſbould be inſtrumental in making men 
obſerve, for conſcience ſake, every good law: we 
ſhould ſtrike at the root of all that diſturbs ſociety; 


at the luſts, from whence come variance, ſtrife, and 
every evil work. Some we ſhould turn from the 


error of their way, and ſave them that are ready to 
eriſh in their fins. And their excellent ſpirit and 


conduct will richly repay us for all our care and la- 
bour, our prayers, and watching over them for good, 


Tbough we ſeek not the honour which eue of 
men, we ſhall find ourſelves highly eſteemed, and 
cordially beloved for our works fake, by many who 


ce even themſelves to us. After a life of uſeful- 
"neſs we ſhall die in comfort, full of thankfulneſs for 


"with 


er love, till the chief of fi inners are perſuaded there 


the tender care our Lord hath ever taken of us, apd 


: 2 

- i 

s 
be” 


ST * My 2 £32 
. . 
22 N 1 * 
% * * 
rags, 1 Ni 
, 


2 * — of Jag . 
Qs | 
7 ht A e n 
r 


. 
e WF ry Fe 
, 


- with" the fore-taſte of Heaven in our hearts, What 
is there, my reverend brethren, in any other profeſ- 
* fion comparable to what we are ſure to enjoy, 

while both by our preaching and living, we take care 

to ſet forth God's truth, love, and great ſalvation. 

As to you, my Chriſtian brethren, to whom we are 
ſent as your paſtors and teachers, I pray God help 
vou to be quite awake, and to be duly apprehenſive 
of your danger from a quarter which men are leaſt 
of all apt to ſuſpect, from contempt or neglect of 
_ Chriſt.” Beware, left inſtead of exalting, extolling, 
and loving him more than father or mother, huſ- 
band or wife, ſon or daughter, you ſet not up your 
on temporal paltry intereſt as the chief end for 


which you live; or delight yourſelves in ſome vile idol, 


it were a ſhame even to mention, Beware, left free 
from groſs fins, and in a ſort religious, your own 

good character ſhould! prove a fatal ſnare, by being 
truſted in, as your hope towards Gop. Eſtimate 


C not, I beſeech you, the value of Chriſt, and your 


need of him for ſalvation, by the ſlight thoughts you 
have of the holineſs of God, the evil of fin, and 
your own guilt, in the day of yourÞroſperity, while 
none but gay images ſurround you. While the hurry of 
lucrative buſineſs, or the pleaſures of life, leave you 
neither leiſure nor inclination to confider your ways, 
or the will of God concerning you. Remember, 
O remember a far different ſcene is faſt approaching. 
Your health will ſoon fink under pining diſeaſe, and 
ſtrength of body depart from you. Your fin, be 
ſure, will find you out, when conſcience will ſpeak 


with full authority, and juſtice and holineſs appear 


eſſential to the name of God. To be well provided 
againſt that hour is worth more than words can ex- 


| preſs. And to be well provided againſt that hour, 


you muſt ponder much the great things the Holy 
Ghoſt ſpeaks of the perſon, and the acts of Chriſt, 
Theſe are the capital and moſt intereſting parts in 
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hk of God. Never reſt till you ** 


and believe them thoroughly, ſo as to be filled with 


Peace, and endued with firength to ſubdue your ini- 


— and are animated with undi hope 


glory. 
Finally, may God give us all grace to be looking 


| for and haſtening in our deſires to the cloſe of all hu- 
man affairs, emphatically called the day of the Lord. 


The day deſtined to determine in a moment and for 


ever, what we are to think of Chriſt, the ſon of tbe 
living God— When all will be of one judgement 
concerning him When he ſhall be known, not as 
he is now, by faith in the divine record, and by the 


teaching of the Holy Ghoſt, but by bis own per- 


ſonal appearance When the Lord Jeſus ſhall be re- 

5 vealed. from Heaven in flaming fice, taking ven- 

4 geance on them that know not God, and obey not 

e the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall be 

| « puniſhed. with everlaſting deſtruction from the pre- 

- «ſence. of the Lord, and from the glory of his power, 
. & when HE ſhall come to be glorified i in his ſaints, and 
#6 « admired i in all them that believe.“ 


. . 4 ” * 
: - s 4 
S * 

1 #4 p 
& 


TY. Ty M 


, mon] oo_T_yYs oc. a eas -» = gr” 4 y ow =w rw mm ow 2 Ga ang” oar „ ‚ „ 


4 5 p E N D . x. 


A n i WHICH; 


Abrration eier, and Prayer to 1 198 are 
5 Juſiſſed * om Seri PAT. Precedents. . 


* - HIS matter it highly concerns the miniſters and ? 
| people of our church to aſcertain, becauſe a 
few of our own order have given up their pi refer 


ment and renounced our communion, loudly accuſing 


our Liturgy . as a blaſphemous and idolatrous 1 


vice; becauſe we addreſs our prayers equally to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as to God the Father. We ac- 


knowledge the fact, and glory in it; becauſe if he 
be God, not to worſhig him as ſuch, is ſacrilege - 


and if we are commanded. to ruſt in his arm for fall | 


vation, and to make continual. uſe of him as our 
mediator and advocate, we are virtually commanded 
to worſhip, him ; fince dependence upon him as able 
to ſave us, is the higheſt act of worſhip a creature 
can pay. 

Farther, if it be plainly related i in Scripture that 
Chriſt was adored and invoked by his apoſtles, 1 
is adored equally in heaven with the Father, either 
the Scripture muſt be erroneous and falſe, or ador- 


ation of him, and direct addreſſes in prayer, muft 


be right and acceptable before God. We appeal 


then to matters of fact.— The firſt inſtance is the caſe 


of Thomas the apoſtle. Abſent when Chriſt ap- 


peared to- the reſt of the apoſtles, he, with great 
| obſtinacy, rejected their teſtimony concerning his 


reſurrection : but in another meeting very ſoon after, 


5 3 ſeeing 
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ſeeing Jeſus, and hearing him repeat the very words 
he had ſo raſhly ſpoken, and being commanded to ſa-- 
tixfy-his ineredulous mind by a thorough examination 
of the crucified body, Thomas not only acknow- 
ledged his reſurrection, but pays an act of higheſt 
adoration to his perſon. 4 Thomas ſaid unto Jeſus, 
« my. Lord and my God.“ The attempt to make this 
| paſs for no more than an exclamation in the greatneſs 
of his ſurprize, is a pitiful evaſion to ſupport a diſ- 
treſſed cauſe; for there is no probability that Tho- 
mas, a religious Jew, (wben all of that character re- 
frained, even to ſuperſtition, from uttering the in- 
communicable name,) would uſe it in. a manner hard- 
ly to be diſtinguiſhed from uſing it in vain. Beſides, 
the words are directly addreſſed to Jeſus himſelf, 
with good reaſon, becauſe at the inſtant he was 5 
clared to be the Son of God, with power, by his 
reſurrection from the dead, I argue further, if 
Thomas uſed theſe words only as an exclamation in 
the greatneſs of his ſurprize, it would ſignify nothing, 
and be forgotten in a moment. On the contrary, if 
he did indeed adore Jeſus, as his Lord and his God, 
which adoration was received, then we fhall ſorely 
find the worſhip of Chriſt "FH repeated and increaſ- 
ing, till it becomes the characteriſtic mark of every 
member of his church. Accordingly ſoon after, 
when a new apoſtle was to be choſen in the traitor's 
place, the eleven uſed the lot with ſolemn prayer to 
Chriſt as the ſearcher of hearts“. And in the ſeventh 
of Akts, another worſhipper of 'Chriſt is moſt re- 
markably pointed out to our notice. For when Ste- 
phen was pleading the cauſe of Chriſt, his face ſhone 
Be the adverſaries as the face of an angel; he was 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt : the heavens were open- 
ed to him; and he ſaw Jeſus ſtanding at the right 
hand of God. Conſequently, whatever Stephen ſaid. 


. Dr. Clarke allows this. Seng. Ive, p- 172, I 3+ 
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or did at this hour, muſt fink deep into the minds of the 


church; muſt be the intereſting ſubject of diſcourſe 
amongſt them all; and be eſteemed highly acceptable 


to God. Did Stephen then act as the Socinian cauſe 

_ requires he ſhould; or did he honour the Son, even 
as the Father is honoured 5 Exactly ſo—Though he 
ſaw God, and Jeſus ſtanding at his right hand, he 
prays not to the Father, but to the Son, And he 
_ ufeth, as a fit pattern of worſhip due to Chriſt; 
nearly the very ſame words Chriſt had uſed before in 


the hour of his departure, for himſelf, Reſpecting 
thoſe who nailed him to his croſs, Chrift prayed, 
Father, forgive them; for they know not what 


„ they do.“ — In behalf of his murderers, Stephen 
invokes, “Lord lay not this fin to their charge.” — 
Chriſt faid with his expiring breath, Father, into 
“ thy hands I commend my ſpirit.” —Stephen in- 
vokes, Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit.” Here we 


have an act of worſhip to Chriſt; circumſtantially 
related, ſufficient of itſelf to authorize the prac- 
_ tice; Certainly nothing could be done for this pur- 
pole of eafier application, and of greater force, as it 
bath always been underſtood. 5 


Io evade this plain concluſion, Mr. Lindſey, and 
bis colleague Dr: Prieſtley, affirm this was no act of 


' idolatry; though Chriſt be a mere man; becauſe 
Stephen ſeeing Jeſus, he might invoke him. Accord- 
ing to this curious notion, idolatry muſt be-defined, 
not the worthip of a creature, but of a creature out 

of fight ; which makes a wofld of difference indeed, 


if a cteature in fight might do the praper acts of 
God, which a creature out of fight certainly cannot. 


The acts Stephen implored Jeſus to do, were to re- 


. 


ceive to mercy his depatting ſpirit; and to pardon his 
murderers: 'To 3 fore 85 mere creature to do 
ſuch acts, is as groſs idolatry as ever was committed. 
And according to the degrading thoughts our op- 
poſers hold of | 


A new 


Chriſt; Stephen was now introducing - 
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a. new object of worſhip, for which there was no di- 
vine command, According to them, poor Stephen 
was much miſled by being filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and favoured with 2 heavenly viſion; for 
by this means he was induced to do an act, which no 
Chriſtian can repeat without being guilty of idolatry. 
Mr. Lindſey fays, p. 51, there is no other inſtance 
of any direct invocation of Chriſt : but this is a 
groſs miſtake; for as Stephen followed Thomas, and 
the College of the Apoſtles, ſo St. Paul followed 
Stephen ; and for his worſhip of Chriſt, it cannot be 
alleged, that Chriſt was in fight. Paul, we know, 
. kept the raiment of them that ſlew Stephen, and was 
conſenting to his death, and no doubt amongſt the 
firſt to rend his cloaths, at hearing the proto-martyr's 
prayer,—Yet after his converſion, he did the very 
ſame thing himſelf. Under the preſſure of a thorn 
in the fleſh, he thrice beſought, not God the Father, 
but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to take it away: - not 
God the Father, but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, anſwers 
his prayer, in words which it were blaſphemy in a 
creature to ſpeak of himſelf, «© My Grace is ſufficient 
« for thee, for my ſtrength 3 is made perfect in weak- 
ce neſs.” Immediately Paul breaks forth in this 
joyful ſtrain; “ Therefore will I rather glory in my 
« infirmities, that the poter of Chrift may reſt upon 
„ me.” Many prayers St, Paul addrefles to Chriſt, 
equally worſhipping the Father, and the Son. I ſhall 
refer the reader only to two. In bebalf of the be- 
lievers at Theſſalonica, he prayed thus: Now the 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God, even our Father, 
comfort your hearts, and eſtabliſh you in every good 
«word and work.” Can God do more than this, 
which Jeſus is implored to do? Would any of the 


wy followers of Socinus, of the modern ſort, ſuffer ſuch 


"petition to ſtand in their reformed ſervice - book? 
They know they would not; yet it is St. Paul's 
P 2 * ii. 46, 17. And in the next chap- 
A ter, 


( a7 


ter, again, v. 16, % Now the Lord of Peace (Chriſt's 
„ diſtinguiſhing title), give you E by all 


© means. The Lord be with you.“ 
Could we allege no other examples, theſe would 
ſuffice: for the concluſion is plain to every man, and 
_ unavoidable. Either Thomas, the College of the 
Apoſtles, Stephen, and Paul were idolaters, or Chriſt 
is to be worſhipped as one with the Father. To ſay 
they were idolaters, places them amongſt the enemies 
of God, for all idolaters are ſuch. To allow they did 


it without being guilty of idolatry, juſtifies every 


prayer in our excellent church- ſervice, Oy. ad- 
dreſſed to Chriſt. 


I add, St. Paul b all the u which he 


had planted, to do the things which they had ſeen nn 
him, Now prayer to Chriſt, as his Epiſtles abund- 

antly prove, was one of theſe things which they had 
ſeen in him; and in this practice they univerſally 


followed Van: - inſomuch that it became the charac- 
teriſtic mark of Chriſtians, for which they were ab- 
horred by Jews, and utterly defpiſed and ridiculed 
by the Heathen, who called them worſhippers of a 
God that was crucified, St. Paul gives them this 
denomination, * All. they who call-on the name of 
e the Lord Jeſus (as Stephen and himſelf did), both 
« their Lord and ours.”—And in the tenth chaptec 


to the Romans, after a moſt folemn proteſtation that 


it was his heart's defire, and prayer for Iſrael (who 


execrated the worſhip of Chriſt), that they might be 
ſaved, he points out the only way of ſalvation for 


Jew and Greek, without difference, that of calling 
on the name of the Lora over all; rich to all who call upon 


him: c for whoſoever calleth on the name of the Lord; 
„ thajll be ſaved,” as it is written in the prophet. 
. Now that this Lord over all is no other than * 


_— x "Joo Biſhop Pearſon on the article Lord, which he proves 
means Chriſt only, though by other evidence than is here of. 


Chriſt 


"=" 


Cbriſt himſelf, is 3 becauſe St. Paul affirms; 


the hearing of his name comes by the meſſengers 
who publiſh his ſalvation : 2dly, becauſe if he did 
not mean Chriſt, by the Lord over all; he would 
ſtand confronted with a falſhood, and could have no 
reaſon, at all for any forrow of heart on account of 
the ee Jews; fince the blaſpheming Jews 
all called on the Father; therefore, if he were the 
perſon here meant, even according to the Apoſtle's 
words quoted from Joel, they muſt be ſaved; There- 
fore in this paſſage we ſee not only the lawfulneſs; 
but the neceſſity, of worſhipping Chriſt, and calling 
upon him for ſalvation ; fince if we believe an ins 
ſpired propher, and an inſpired apoſtle of God, thoſe | 
— ſhall be ſaved, who call on his name, _ | 
But we have higher authority for our juſtification 
in adoring and praying to Chriſt, than the whole 
church militant, with the apoltles at their head; for 


ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and thouſands and 


thouſands of angels, and « every ereature which is in 
„ Heaven, faith St. John, heard I ſaying, Blefling, 
.C6 
« that fitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb for 
c ever and ever.” Rev. v. It is impoſſible to con- 
ceive a more ſplendid completion, and exhibition too; 
than this is, of the word Chriſt ſpoke to his diſciples, 
c that all men ſhould honour the Son even as they 
te honour the Father ;” for here is no difference or 
inequality in the worſhip paid to the Father and to 
the Son. Both are-ſeated on the one glorious high 
throne from ex erlafting, which is our ſanQuary, _ 
We are therefore ready to ſubmit this queſtion to 
any men judging of the truth or falſhood of a doc- 
. trine by the inſpired Scriptures, whether we, or out 
oppoſers, think of Chriſt as we are taught from Hea- 
yen to do? Whether they ſpeak like Chriſtians, or 
like the ſynagogue, when they dare to ſay there is as 
much foundation for . to the bleffed Virgin : as. 


. 


7 80 


and honour, and glory, and power; be unto him 


( 29 ) 


to Chriſt Whether the Catholic or -Soeinla wor⸗ 
| ſhip ought for ever to be exploded as perfectly anti- 
Chriſtian, and highly offenſive to God? —Ours, in 
which by conſtant application to Chriſt, and depend. 
ance upon him, we imitate the practice of the apoſ- 
tle, and the doxology of the heavenly choir; or. 
theirs, who call upon God in one perſon, with apoſ- 
tate Jews, and deluded Turks, without regard to the 
ſacrifice for fin, or interceſſor for the tranſgreſſors. 
RNeſpecting the object of worſhip, we perfectly 
agree with our oppoſers, that to be adored and in- 
voked is the ſole privilege of Deity, and the high 
prerogative, of which no creature is capable; but 
that Chriſt was ſo adored and invoked by his apoſtles, 
and is united with the Father in the doxology of 
Heaven, is as plain a fact as any recorded in Serip 
ture, He muſt therefore of neceſhity be acknow- 
8 ledged to be very God and very man, 
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